ALL AT SEA | SEPTEMBER 2009 | news@allatsea.co.uk

16

ALL AT SEA | SEPTEMBER 2009 | www.allatsea.co.uk

Teaching an old
sea dog new tricks
Shelley Jory
British Powerboat Champion
www.shelleyjory.com

THIS year has seen me race in the
Powerboat P1 World Championships
all over Europe but with no race on the
calendar in the UK I started looking
for other options as I really wanted to
race on home waters.
Looking at the RYA Offshore
Powerboat calendar my obvious
choice was the Cowes-TorquayCowes race over the August bank
holiday weekend.
First I had to find someone willing
to lend me a boat. I knew I needed an
excellent endurance boat and it was a
no-brainer, it had to be a Scorpion.
Having raced against recordbreaking Scorpions such as Hot
Lemon and Seahound for many years
and after seeing the way the all-girl
team handled the Scorpion Dubois
Sting in last year’s Round Britain
Powerboat Race I knew it would be the
perfect boat for me.
So I cheekily contacted Patrick
Byrne the owner of Scorpion RIBs and
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Radar Target
Target Enhancer
Enhancer
Radar

Now available

State of the Art RTE with a maximum RCS in
excess of 220 M2 and SPL of 111M2. This new
generation RTE has more than twice the RCS
response and one tenth of the current drain of
competing product and triple alarm facility as
standard. QinetiQ tests of the Echomax Active-XBand Radar Target Enhancer show excellent
performance through ±10 and 20 degrees of heel
and in the vertical position, fully meeting the
performance requirement of the new ISO8729-2
at X-Band 9.4GHz used by pleasure and
commercial vessels alike.
For comparison with competing
products and for full details of our
comprehensive range of passive
radar reflectors to suit vessels from
6m – Nuclear Submarines! see:

The old sea dog certainly has some
life in him yet and as we crossed
Weymouth Bay he directed me
further inshore towards the coast in
the hopes of finding calmer water.
The moved paid off. Although the
sea was only very slightly calmer
we managed to make up two places
during the manoeuvre, overtaking
the would-be winners Cinzano as
they stayed out in rougher seas.

The crew:

and first in our class would see me
extremely chuffed and a great result
for the team.
As for the race, to say it was BIG is a
lie, conditions were huge!
We were in for a bumpy ride and
I now wondered whether Team
Scorpion’s novice powerboat racers
would manage.
My reservations were short lived,
Team Scorpion and the RIB were
second to none and I wouldn’t have
been with any other team for the race.
The 33-foot Scorpion Sting never
missed a beat. She handled the rough
conditions perfectly and was certainly
in better shape than her crew by the
end of the race.
We were aiming a top ten finish
and first in class so to manage overall
fourth was an astounding result

rnli.org.uk/wearone

Facilities
• Designated fully serviced visitors pontoon to
accommodate clubs, rallies, groups and individuals
• Large luxury shower and toilet facilities
• Laundrette
• Diesel and gas sales
• 70 tonne hoist and boat storage facilities
• Recycling & refuse facilities, waste oil and battery disposal
• Large Car Park
• VHF Channels 80/37

Also Available
• Repair and refit workshop
• Brokerage and new boat sales
• Marine electronics
• Rigging and mast stepping
• Bar/bistro

www.echomax.co.uk

• Chandlery

AAS0904 ABP

AAS0909 Echomax

...a significant advance in marine safety!
Email: echomaxsales@aol.com

My navigator – Robin:

I must admit I took a battering on
the race so how BBC H2O producer
Neil Sackley was feeling I can only
imagine. Neil was a complete novice
when it comes to boating but stood

his ground through very rough
conditions that saw other teams
drop out. He was a real asset to have
on the team and even managed
to report live three times to BBC
Radio Solent during the race using
a Bluetooth connection through
our unfaltering DS Development
Neptune communication systems.
But I must give praise to the unsung
hero, Ben Wood. At one point I
was having difficulty steering and
throttling at the same time. I asked
Ben to come forward to help me
throttle so I could concentrate on
steering our way through the rough
seas. His knowledge of the boat and
how she handles were invaluable.

The competition:
Congratulations to Cinzano, Hot
Lemon and Team Relentless who
beat us back to Cowes and to all
those who competed in the race. Well
done because to finish was certainly
an achievement.

The kit:
Special thanks to Scorpion RIBs
for a first class boat. Raymarine’s
C170 chart plotter was essential in
assisting my very able navigator
and did not falter. Predator World
provided us with VX360 Helmet
cameras meaning we could catch
every minute of our epic rollercoaster
ride. See http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=76L822Z2YA0

The Team Scorpion crew and Lady Vi

considering that we had spent little
time in the boat as a team.
We took our class title, Sir Robin
was awarded the MEMA Trophy
for being the oldest competitor, we
also picked up the Motor Boat and
Yachting Trophy for fourth overall
and I was awarded the Ladies Trophy
for the second year running.
It was the toughest endurance race I
have ever been involved in and I could
not be more proud. Only nine out of
the 20 boats that crossed the start
line made it home. That was a superb
testament to Team Scorpion’s skills and
to their RIB’s endurance capabilities.
Thank you guys.

Left to right: Sir Robin Knox Johnston, Ben Woods, Shelley Jory , Neil Sackley

a haven worth travelling for!
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Underwater Escape Training more
commonly known to powerboat racers
as the “Dunk” test.
It comprises three simulated
ditches in the custom built ‘Dunker’
– a capsule representative of the cabin
of helicopters and small aircraft.
The test is a vital part of powerboat
racing training especially if racing
in a canopied boat. Although it was
not a mandatory part of pre-race
qualification for our type of boat, it
is a definite safety procedure that all
racers should undertake.
Pre Race training in the Solent
found us our final crew member as
Ben Wood of Scorpion RIBs joined
us to show us what the Sting could
do. He was our team engineer having
been involved with building the
boat we knew his knowledge could
be invaluable if we had a problem
during the race.
My attentions then turned to race
day. With a strong fleet of more than
20 Endurance race boats entering the
race, I briefed Team Scorpion that in
a standard production boat and with
our power to weight ratio compared
to the race boats, a top ten finish

Roll of honour

Lowestoft Haven Marina

The only one to be seen with...

Echomax Products.,

persuaded him to lend me a boat. It
didn’t take him long to say yes.
Now all I needed was a crew. My
brain wave continued while I was
sitting in the BBC Radio Solent
Studio for the H20 show with Sir
Robin Knox-Johnston.
Knowing how he likes a challenge I
thought why not ask Robin if he would
navigate for me? Although a complete
novice in a powerboat, who better to
have on board than one of the most
famous navigators in the world?
I wasn’t at all confident that
Robin would accept but he agreed
instantly and asked when we could
start training!
With Robin on board, Neil Sackley,
producer of the H2O show, also
agreed to the challenge so the team
was now three. To complete the
package Tracey Clarke, the third
presenter of the show agreed to be
our team manager, a role she is more
than used to and she was invaluable
keeping three egos in order!
So training began. Two weeks
before the race I took Team Scorpion
to Andark Diving and Watersports
Centre in Southampton for Helicopter
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I am your Lifejacket.
When we are on the water,
I will make you feel safe.
And when we are in the water,
I will keep you alive.
I will stop you from panicking.
I will keep you afloat.
Even in rough weather.
Even if you are unconscious,
I will support and protect you
until help arrives.
All this I will do for you
if you do one thing for me.
Please, put me on.
A charity registered in England and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SCO37736).
Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland.
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